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populace1, A Judge may become corrupt, and yet theft.' may not be legal evidence against him. A Judge may become froward from age. A Judge may grow unfit for his office in many ways. It was desirable that there should be a possibility of being delivered from him by a new King. That is now gone by an act of Parliament ?x gratid of the Crown". Lord Bute advised the King to give up a very large sum of money3, for which nobody thanked him. It
1 Chief Justice Pratt (afterwards Lord t'amden) became popular by his conduct as u judge in Wilkes's rase. In 1764 he received the freedom of the guild of merchants in Dublin in a gold box, and from Kxe-tt'.r the freedom of the city. The city of London gave him its freedom in a gold box, and had his portrait, painted by Reynolds, (it-nt.Mtti;; 1764, pp. 44, <•>(>, 144. See ttttt,-, ii. 351;, note 2.
a The King, on March ,1, t'/M, recommended this measure to Parliament. /'<*/'/, llf\t, xv. too?, 'This/ writes Horace Walpnle. 'was OIK; of Lord Bute's strokes of pedantry. The tenure of the judges had formerly been a popular topic; and had been secured, as far as was necessary. He thought this trilling addition would be popular now, when nobody thought or cared about it.1 Mi'itiMts <*/ t/it* AV/V'/. of (t'wtft' 111, i. 41.
8 The money arising from the property of the pri/es taken before the, declaration of war, which were given to his Majesty by the peace of Paris, and amounted to upwards of ^joo.ux*-, and from the lands in the ceded islands, which were estimated at /;ux>,ooo more. Surely there was a noble munificence in this gift from a Monarch to his people. And let it he remembered, that during the Karl of Bute's administration, the King was graciously pleased to give up the hereditary revenues of the Crown, and to accept, instead of them, of the limited sum of /jKuo.uoo a year; upon which BUtekslone observes, that'The hereditary revenues, being put under the same management NH the other branches of the pulilick patrimony, will produce more, and be butter collected than heretofore; aw I the puhltek in u gainer of upwards of £ioo,oo«» ft,-r inififffft by this tlisintrresletl bounty of his Majesty.' Book I. chap. viii. p. .U'»- B<^wi,i.l., Lord Bolingbroke ('//V/vf'v, iii, 2H6), about the year 1734, pointed out that' if the funds appropriated produce the double of that immense* revenue of ^Htxj.uxj a year, which hath been so liberally given the King for life/the whole is Ins without account; but if they fail in any degree to product* U, the entire national fund is engaged to make up the difference/ Blaekstone (edit, of 1778, 1.331} says:- '/Kw.tsoo being found wstilhVient, was increased in 1777 to ^900,000,' He adds,' the public is .still u gainer of near /loo.ooo/
was
